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BWOTY title since the competition began 21 years
ago, and around 70 different people have picked up
a tankard of some sort. The awards overall top ten
(based on five points for BWOTY, three points for a
category winner, two points for the travel bursary
and one point for a runner-up) looks like this:
Michael Jackson: 29 points

Roger Protz: 27 points

Alastair Gilmour: 23 points

Brian Glover: 18 points

Allan McLean: 16 points

Ben McFarland: 15 points

Jeff Evans: 11 points

Barrie Pepper: 10 points

Martyn Cornell: 10 points

Andrew Jefford: 10 points

Michael Jackson is still out in front, while the table
for points scored since 2000, a better reflection of
the current scene, shows a healthy mixture of ‘old
guard’ and younger writers:

Alastair Gilmour: 16 points

Ben McFarland: 15 points

Martyn Cornell: 10 points

Mike Chappell: 8 points

Barrie Pepper: 7 points

Jeff Evans: 9 points

Adam Withrington: 9 points

Brian Glover: 6points

Graham Holter: 6 points

Jonathan Ray: 6 points

Next year’s event looks like being a tough one for the
judges: there are going to be very strong contenders
in every category, and picking the Beer Writer of the
Year 2009 will not be easy. But as Zak has shown, it's
more than possible the next name on a BWOTY gold
tankard will be one that has never appeared on a
BGBW tankard before... Martyn Cornell
Visits

There is still a small number of places left for Guild
members for a trip to Sharps in Cornwall January
14. The visit will involve a brewery trip, beer tasting
and a beer and food evening at Rick Stein’s
seafood school. Interested students should let
Adrian Tierney-Jones know if they want to go.

Institute of Brewing and
Distilling Activities

January 8, 2009: visit to Frederick Robinson’s new
bottling hall

January 19, 2009: Fuller’s, tutored whisky tasting
February 10, 2009: visit to Harviestoun Brewery
March 12, 2009: visit to Copper Dragon Brewery
March 18, 2009: Marston’s, Burton — talk on Old
English Beer Styles

March 23, 2009: French and Jupps Maltings,

followed by visit to the new McMullen’s brewhouse
If members of the BGBW are interested in
attending then contact simon.jackson@ibd.org.uk.
There is also a study visit to Budvar Brewery,
April 21-23 2009; contact Dan Cannas at dan.

cannas@ibd.org.uk for details.
Capital City of Real Ale

There are many claims to this title including,
Sheffield, Nottingham and Derby. The smallest of
these, Derby, is often the most vocal, boasting an
Annual Beer Census of 140 plus beers on one
night, a 31-year-old City Charter Beer Festival, and
England’s only Beer King, writer of this article. Pete
Brown suggested in his recent feature on the Acorn
visit that South Yorkshire and Sheffield may be
‘God’s Own Country’, but we Derbyshire drinkers
know that we are a divine destination for real ale
enthusiasts. Now we know that it’s not just us. A
recent headline in Derby’s local press was ‘City
Crowned Real Ale Capital’. The evidence for this
was provided by Wetherspoons who quoted
numbers and ratings from their October Beer
Festival — 700 JD outlets participated nationally
and the two Derby pubs came first and third
respectively. The Standing Order sold 12,000 pints
during the festival and the Babington was not far
behind with 9,500 pints. This was quite an
achievement for a city of this size and
Wetherspoons told us what we already know,
‘Drinkers in the East Midlands really love their real
ale and in Derby they are clearly know about it’.
Like them or not two, of the best Wetherspoons in
the country are supported by Derby beer drinkers.
Tim Martin, you owe us a beer next time you visit
the capital city of real ale. Les Baynton

AOB

As the newsletter prepares to bed down beneath its
snug duvet at the printers, comes news that the
Glenfiddich Awards has shut up shop for good. This
is a great shame as several Guild members, notably
Roger Protz, Alastair Gilmour, Oz Clarke and Mike
Chapple, have won a few awards over the years.
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