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GUILD DINNER, STILL TIME TO BUY A 
TICKET Time is running short if you 
want to buy a tickets for this year’s 
awards dinner at the Jeremiah Carlton 
on December 4. Full details can be 
found on our website.

Anyone attending can look forward to an 
exciting night and our sponsors are 
promising some exciting beers at the pre-
dinner reception, while beers for the dinners 
are being chosen by Guild members Mitch 
Adams and Sophie Atherton. The beer list is 
still being finalised but brews from Okells, 
Woodforde’s and By The Horns are 
definitely appearing.
The Brussels Beer Challenge is rapidly 
establishing itself as one of the most 
important beer competitions in the world. 
Only three years old it has rapidly grown 
from one that began with beers from a few 
countries to one that clearly spans the 
globe. More than 730 beers were entered 
from 25 countries, up from 15 countries and 
593 beers last year, and it was good to see 
that there was an increased presence from 
British brewers, who are now taking the 
competition seriously.

The whole competition, which this year took 
place in Leuven, is judged by 60 tasters over 
two days with the results being announced 
to the media, brewers and beer buyers from 
across the globe on the third day. Beers are 
judged in 41 different categories and for the 
first time a top beer of the competition was 
announced. The beers with the top six 
highest marks go into a drink-off with one 
being judged the very best of the 
competition. This year Thwaites Triple C  
was judged the best of the best.

Meanwhile American brewers took 53 

awards, compared to only 43 for the Belgians. 
Brewery Brouwerij Moortgat won the prize for 
the best Belgian beer for its Flanders brown 
Liefmans Goudenband. Special mention 
should go to Guild member Melissa Cole who 
was one of several international judges who 
also included Sylvia Kopp, Lisa Morrison and 
Jay Brooks) were honoured by the Belgium 
Brewers Association.  
World Beer Awards a big hit in 
Cambodia It is hard to imagine the 
presentation of a beer award being broadcast 
live on prime time television here, but 
perhaps we have much to learn from 
Cambodian television. Ganzbeer Beer picked 
up a gold award in the Asia section for its 
beer in the prestigious World Beer Awards, 
but winning meant a lot to the brewery which 
is only four years old and hopes to be selling 
more than 6m hl per annum in a few years 
time. The brewery decided it would arrange 
for the award to be presented at the climax 
of its concert, which was the highlight of its 
activity over the three days of the country’s 
water and moon festival in the city of Phnom 
Penn. So not only was my arrival at Phnom 
Penn airport filmed, probably to the 
astonishment of most of the people in the 
arrivals hall, but the award was made in front 
a crowd of 10,000 people, an event which 
was broadcast live. And clearly the 
Cambodians are developing a taste for beer 
and beer culture with a local twist — most 
people either pour their beer into a glass 
filled with ice or drink it straight from a can 
through a straw (thanks to the Guild 
Secretary who put my name forward for this 
trip as he was unavoidably detained in 
Prague). Tim Hampson 
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News
• The Brewery History Society is looking for 
entrants for its essay prize, which is now open to all 
those with a serious interest in the history of beer, 
brewing and related industries. This should be an 
unpublished essay, based on original research and 
should fall within the remit of brewery history — it 
should be concerned with the history of beer and/or 
its ingredients; histories of existing and/or closed 
breweries; research on associated industries (eg 
malting, hops, retailing etc); or studies into the 
social, political and economic impact of beer and/or 
the brewing industry. The winning entry is chosen 
using the journal’s standard criteria for selection 
(excellence and interest to a wide audience) and will 
be published in the journal. The award consists a 
cash prize of £250; publication of the winning entry 
in Brewery History; a year’s membership of the 
Brewery History Society. Deadline for submission of 
an essay is January 31, 2015. For more details go 
to: journal@breweryhistory.com. 
• Guild member Matthew Curtis has teamed up 
with The Duke’s Head in Highgate to present Darker 
Days – An evening of delectable Dark Beers. 
Wednesday November 26 is the date to remember 
when Matthew will provide a tutored tasting through 
four dark beers each matched to a different dish. In 
addition to this, representatives from Hammerton 
Brewery in Islington will be there to talk through 
their beers including Pentonville Oyster Stout, which 
is featured on the night. Guests are asked to arrive 
at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. Tickets are £30pp and 
available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/date/129707 
or at the Duke’s Head. For more details contact 
matthewgcurtis@gmail.com. 
• Dates for 2015: the Cask Report will be 
launched on Wednesday, September 23, and 
Cask Ale Week begins Thursday, September 24. 
Pete Brown’s 2014 Cask Report is well worth a 
look and is at caskmatters.co.uk/wp-content/
uploads/sites/4/2014/09/Cask-Report-2014.pdf. 
Not only are there facts and figures to inform, 
but, as you’d expect from Pete, there are some 
really interesting insights. There’s also plenty 
here that would provide inspiration for articles, 
features and blogs. If you have any suggestions 
about research for next year’s report, please let 
Pete, Paul Nunny or Frances Brace know at the 
number below. Similarly, any feedback on this 
year’s Cask Ale Week, or ideas for next year 
would be much appreciated. Please contact 
frances@redflamecommunications.co.uk or call 
07432 692309 for more details. 
• Dea Latis: Beers with Breakfast returns! 
Join us for the hugely popular Dea Latis Beers 
with Breakfast tasting, now in its third year. Taking 
place December 5 (the morning after the Guild 
dinner and awards), we’re hosting the event at 

American bar-diner Jackson & Rye in the heart of 
Soho, so expect pancakes, beef hash and grits. 
And expect some great beers to try with them (not 
just from America). Tickets for breakfast, beers, 
tea or coffee and expert guidance from beer 
sommelier Annabel Smith cost £25. To book, visit 
our Eventbrite page tinyurl.com/nhzyow7. If you 
are a Dea Latis corporate partner, tickets are 
discounted, please email lisa@lisaharlow for 
details.
• Celebrating those behind the bar Do you know 
some cracking people running your local pub? Or 
a must-visit hostelry somewhere where the 
landlord/lady makes all the difference? The guys 
at Imbibe HQ have asked for my assistance to 
ensure they get some ace nominations for the 
Imbibe 2015 Personality of the Year competition. 
So can I ask for your help? As well as Pub 
Personality of the Year, there are other categories, 
such as Hot Stuff (for those under 30), Innovator, 
and Educator — you may recall Melissa Cole won 
this in 2013. Nominating is easy, go to www.
surveygizmo.co.uk/s3/1856666/Imbibe-
Personality-of-the-Year-2015-Awards. From this a 
shortlist is drawn up which is then judged by a 
panel of industry experts, with the results being 
announced in February 2015. The guys tell me 
you don’t have to be in the on-trade to make a 
nomination, as long as your role is ‘relevant to 
the sector, eg writer, member of industry 
association, person of influence’ (!). Any queries, 
do get in touch with me – and thanks!  
Susanna Forbes, @DrinkBritain
• Cask Matters Please can anyone with cask ale 
news and information include louiseashworth1@
gmail.com on their circulation list? This is for the 
website Cask Matters (caskmatters.co.uk) which 
has been launched as a resource for licensees 
and others working in the industry. The site 
includes news, case studies, resources such as 
the Cask Report, training information and is 
backed by a large number of breweries as well as 
SIBA, Cask Marque and CAMRA.
• New ‘Beer Advent Calendar’ launched 
Leading online beer retailer, Ales by Mail, has 
launched a unique ‘Beer Advent Calendar’. 
Crammed full of 24 hand-picked UK craft beers, 
the calendar promises to bring adults a little 
Christmas cheer to each day, or evening, running-
up to Christmas. Ales by Mail MD (and Guild 
member) Paul Kruzycki commented: ‘we’re 
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CALENDAR 2014/15
• British Guild of Beer Writers dinner and awards, 
   London, December 4
• CAMRA National Winter Ales Festival,  
   Derby February 11-14
Please send details of any relevant events 

to Adrian Tierney-Jones 



delighted with this new product; it’s something 
we’ve wanted to do for a few years now. Not only 
does it contain amazing craft beers from some of 
the best craft brewers across the UK, but I hope it 
will mean that adults can enjoy the lead-up to 
Christmas as they look forward to a new beery 
treat each day.’ The Beer Advent Calendar retails 
at £60 and to order, or for more information, go 
to: www.alesbymail.co.uk/beer-advent-calendar. 
Last day for shipping is November 26. 
• For those of you who were (or even weren’t) 
at the brilliant beer writing seminar held in 
conjunction with the Brewery History Society 
member Pip Sprake has written about it on her 
blog It comes in Pints: icipints.wordpress.
com/2014/10/26/beer-writing-past-present- 
and-future. 

Seven Heaven London launch 
invitation 
Dear Guild members — can we tempt you out to 
come out on Tuesday December 2 at 7pm, to be 
the first in London to taste a new cask ale called 
Seven Heaven? The venue is Craft Beer Co, 82 
Leather Lane, London EC1N 7TR. We have 
collaborated with former British Brewer of the 
Year Sara Barton, founder of Brewsters' Brewing 
Company, to brew Seven Heaven a 4.8% beer 
that packs the maltiest of punches with a recipe 
composed of seven cereals — pale, crystal, dark 
crystal, carafa and rye malts, plus oats and 
wheat, and hopped with English First Gold and 
Fuggles from these shores, and a sprinkle of 
American Citra. So much talk in the beer 
universe currently is about hops at the expense 
of malts. We are hopheads but we like malty 
beers too, so we had the idea of creating a beer 
that refocuses attention on the beauty, versatility 
and top flavour of malt. Seven Heaven was also a 
chance to showcase why British malts have no 
peers. We are very grateful to Crisp Malting 
Group who generously donated the malt. We 
intend to go forth and maltiply and remind 
people that without malt there would be no beer! 
Cheers, Susanna Forbes & Jane Peyton 

Making beer Commonsplace 
I know that many beer lovers in Britain wish the 
Government would show more pride in our 
national drink. Perhaps the Government does not 
realise that Britain is one of the world’s leading 
brewing nations and historically has had the 
most influence in spreading the love of beer to 
all hemispheres. And perhaps they do not know 
that brewing and pubs contribute more than £22 
billion each year to the nation's GDP and 
generate £11 billion in tax revenue. One job in 
brewing creates 21 associated jobs in 
agriculture, pubs, retail, and the supply chain. 

British barley is renowned as the best brewing 
and distilling malt in the world, and British hops, 
with their subtle yet complex character, are 
increasingly in demand by brewers around the 
world who aim to brew balanced beers. Given all 
those reasons for pride, British beer should be 
on the drinks menu at all official government 
receptions including state dinners, and in British 
embassies and high commissions around the 
world so the Government can showcase the 
brilliance of British brewing. If you agree with 
me, please would you sign a petition I have 
started and ask your friends and social media 
followers to do the same? If we get 100,000 
signatures, then the subject may be debated in 
the House of Commons. We can do it! Beer 
lovers have already shown their power by 
persuading the Chancellor to axe the beer duty 
escalator. This campaign will cost the 
Government nothing because they already have 
a catering budget for alcoholic drinks at official 
receptions. Here is the link: epetitions.direct.gov.
uk/petitions/67249 Cheers, Jane Peyton 

What do you think of the Guild?
Keep an eye on your email inbox for news of the 
Guild’s membership survey — aimed at finding 
out about members’ needs and how we can meet 
them. The short, anonymous, questionnaire asks 
about your writing/broadcasting/photography; 
how your Guild membership helps you; what you 
think the Guild does best and what you would 
like it to do in the future. A link to the Survey 
Monkey questionnaire — which is aimed at 
individual rather than corporate members — will 
be circulated via email mid November and 
members will have a period of two weeks to 
respond. The email will include the closing date. 
Results of the survey will help the committee 
take account of members wants and needs when 
planning future Guild activities — so please 
spare a few minutes to respond as the more 
members we hear from the more representative 
the survey will be. Sophie Atherton
Beer Academy news
19 November Advanced Course (Top Up Day only)
The Beer Academy, Butler's Wharf, London
22 November Beer and Food Matching
Draft House, Tower Bridge, London
24 November How to Judge Beer
Draft House, Tower Bridge, London
2 December Christmas Beers & Bites
White Horse, London
For details on venue, time and cost plus on other events 
visit www.beeracademy.co.uk
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